172.   SPEECH ON CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, A.I.C.C., DELHI

November 4, 1921

Mr. Gandhi in moving the resolution1 . . . said that if asked as to the
progress made by India during the last ten months he would unhesitatingly
say that India had been able to make tremendous headway. If they were simply
to gauge the quantity of progress there was every reason to feel proud of it,
but if he were to judge that progress in terms of swaraj as a physician and was
asked to say whether it was sufficient for the removal of the triple disease that
they were suffering from, then he had to confess it fell far short of the re-
quirements. Hence the necessity of repetition and emphasis, in the course of
the civil disobedience resolution, of the complete fulfilment of all vital items of
the programme of non-co-operation so far sanctioned, particularly those men-
tioned in the resolution. He read to the audience a telegram from Maulana
Mahomed Ali's Private Secretary depicting the hardships they were undergoing
by being treated as ordinary prisoners. He therefore warned all against light-
heartedly launching on civil disobedience. He continued, certainly they should
not expect gentleness from this Government nor had they any right to expect
it. They were prepared to give no quarter to the Government and should
expect none. The bigger the injustice and hardships they were put to and the
greater the patience and unflinching determination they observed, the sooner
would swaraj come.

Proceeding, Mr. Gandhi defined civil disobedience as civil revolution
which, wherever practised, would mean an end of Government authority in
that particular area and open defiance of Government and its laws. It was
a gigantic step and, although provincial autonomy was being granted to pro-
vincial organizations in this matter, he advised all to wait before launching on
it and see what he did, if it was at all possible in his own district of Gujarat,
and after seeing the result they should follow his example which should open
the eyes of the whole world to their wonderful achievement. He knew that at
present mass civil disobedience was impossible and he would be quite satisfied
if in such a big continent only one tahsil or district fully prepared should practise
it rather than that the whole unprepared masses should partake in it. He advised
caution and virtually asked them to wait till he gave the lead from Gujarat
in the course of the next fortnight. He reiterated his warning that in view of
the gigantic step which the resolution allowed nothing should be done without
full recognition of the realities so that once a step was taken there should be
no tracing back ....

* Vide "The AU-India Congress Committee", 10-11-1921.